


German History and Politics of the 20th Century

Seminar Description:
The idea of this seminar is to combine theoretical class work with several field trips which are directly related to the seminar contents.


This course content is based on preferences put forward by last year's visiting students. It quickly turned out that the Nazi dictatorship was the most popular topic, and consequently the seminar will be focussing on the "Third Reich".
Together, we will try to come to a conclusion and explain "why Hitler was possible" and why only a little number of Germans actively stood up against Nazism. We will also analyze the way Germans today are dealing with Nazi totalitarianism. 

Another topic favoured by students was German partition into two states, the German Democratic Republic (GDR) and the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), as well as the ultimate reunification of the “two Germany” in 1989. What did the division of their country mean to German people? What happened exactly on November 9th 1989 and how did reunification in 1990 come about? Why are there still so many differences and misunderstandings between people from Western Germany and from Eastern Germany? Concentrating on these two main topics, we will try and fit in the missing major events in between, e.g. the German "economic miracle", European integration, the building of the Berlin Wall and the Cold War.


Field trips will take the students to a memorial and museum at the former border between East and West Germany, to a memorial at the former Nazi prisoner camp in Breitenau, and to other historic sites in Kassel.


Method:
Lectures, seminar discussions, group work, field trips

Requirements and Assessment: 
Participants are expected to attend class regularly, and to actively engage in discussions. A written exam will take place at the end of the seminar. The tasks you work on during the meetings or at home shall be added to the portfolio.
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